MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF

ELMSTED PARISH COUNCIL ON 10th DECEMBER 2015
Present:

Cllr Argar (Chair)


Cllr Bevan



Cllr Burge



Cllr Castle
Cllr Francesconi 


Cllr Phipps 

In Attendance: 
2 members of the public.
	





To be actioned by

	1
	Apologies
	

	
	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Rountree and Hollingsbee.

	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	
	Cllrs Argar and Francesconi declared a personal interest in the Village Hall as members of the Committee.

	

	3
	Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
	

	
	The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.

	

	4
	Matters Arising
	

	
	Cllr Bevan handed his completed papers to the Clerk.
The old salt bin at Dundas has now been removed.

	

	5
	District/City Councillors
	

	
	There were no Councillors present at the meeting.


	

	6
	Public Participation
	

	
	The members of public wished to comment on the pot holes that are appearing throughout the area and do not seem to be filled.


	

	7
	Correspondence
	

	
	The Clerk had circulated all correspondence.

	

	8
	Finance
	

	
	A copy of the financial report and a budget v expenditure was distributed to all Councillors.
i. Three cheques were signed for: Election expenses, Donation toward upkeep of the football field and 2 AONB Signs in Bodsham.

ii. 2 residents of Bodsham have paid for the signs in their entirety, the 2 residents are thanked for this generous contribution.

iii. The budget was viewed and it was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council would precept £1450.

iv. The details of the Sector-Led Procurement for Audit were discussed and it was unanimously agreed to be a part of the Sector Led Body.

v. Village Hall Letter requesting support for the proposed upgrade.  The Parish Council discussed the letter from the Village Hall Committee, it was unanimously agreed that a donation of £250 should be made to the Village Hall towards the proposed works.

	

	9.
	Update on plans for Stonegate
	

	
	Cllr Argar provided an update following the meeting in November with Quinn Estates.  The plans do not appear to have been submitted, however, it is thought that Shepway are likely to refuse the application.  Quinn Estates have suggested that they would take the application to appeal should it be refused and would like the Parish Council’s report at this point.  It was agreed that, as no application has yet been received, an extraordinary meeting will need to be called once the application has been received.  It would be helpful if a District Councillor could attend this meeting. 
It was agreed that that it would be a good idea to ask Quinn to invest in the Village Hall and to enquire about Mobile signals and obtaining Broadband in order to recompense the community for the additional houses being added to the Parish.
It was agreed that Section 106 agreements will be investigated and that Councillors will consider anything they would like added to the Wishlist.


	

	9
	Planning Application
	

	
	A Planning Application had been received: 

Wigmore Cottage, Removal of condition: Councillors are to look into this before a response is given.

	

	10
	Any Other Business
	

	
	Cllr Argar reported that he had attended a KCC Highways meeting at Canterbury Cricket Ground, this meeting covered the Caretaker Scheme, Streetlighting (conversion to LED with a built in fault reporting function), Emergency Planning from Kent Fire and Rescue.
An Emergency Plan is something the Parish Council might look into in the future.

There seems to be a number of pot holes not being filled.  Minor roads are only inspected once every 6 months.  

Cllr Burge asked what could be done about the verges being damaged by farm vehicles driving on verges during school drop off/pick up times.  This is something that is difficult to deal with.  It is wondered whether parking might be available at school pick up times at the back of the Timber Batts now that it is under new ownership.

	

	11
	Date of the Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Thursday March 10th 2016.
.
	

	
	The meeting closed at 8.35pm
	


Signed: …………………………………………………………………

Date: ………………………………………………………………..

